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Penny Berry
Daron Haddock; Jim Allen; Lynn Kunzler; Mary Ann Wright; Paul Baker;...
811612007 12:14 PM

Alta Helena Mine 50350035
20070816111025.pdf

We received a request for more information on this mine. In review the permit number 50350034 was previously assigned
to a different operator. Since this mine (Alta Helena) is not permitted we decided to give it a new number. The new
number is 50350035, please refer to this new number, I went ahead and updated foxpro with the new number and a
physical file has been created for all documents coming in and going out. Thanks.

P.S. Vicky, I will be in the PIC to retrieve all documents that have come in on this request, so I can file the documents in
the folder.
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August 13,2007

Daron R. Haddock, Permit Supervisor
Mi nerals Regulatory Program
State of Utah, DepArtment of Natural Resources
1594 West North Temple, Suite l2l0
P.O. Box 145801
Salt lake City, UT 84114-5801
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(y' '' Dana'-'
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Susan
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Subject: Alta Helena Mne, Assigned 50350034 (Salt Lake County, Utah)

Dear Mr. Haddock.

In reply to your letter July 3O,2007 , repair of the portal of the Alta Helena Mine is not a

"mining operation". Please explain to me the basis for the inspection conducted on June 29,
2OO7 and provide the name of the person who authorized entry. I wish to also know thc names
ofall persons in attendance.

During October 20O4, I undertook to maintain tho portal to the Alta Helena Mne tunnel.
In order to do so, wood timbers and sloughed materials were removed from the portal and placed

adjacent and near the entrance, Metal haming and cross braces were substituted for collapsed
wood timbers and the entrance was fitted with a metal door capable of locking.

The prior entrance was previously maintained in spring of 1972; photographs of the prior
entrance and the current enffance are enclosed. The door was placed in the same location as the
prior entrance as shown by the rock wall along the right edge of the podal.

This repair was previously reported to the Department. On September 19 and 20, 2005, I
spoke with employees of the State of Utah Dvision of Oil, Gas, and Mnerals, including Paul
Baker. lv[r. Baker specifically inforrred me a pennit was not required and likewise informed
John Guldner of the Town of Alta. Then, on or about October 19, 2@6, you informed John H.
Guldner, so long as mining opcrations or exploration were not occurring, I was not requircd to
obtain a State permit.

I have not begun or continued exploration or mining operations: the Utah Mined Land
Reclamation Act, particularly Utah Code Ann. $ 4G8-13; did not require filing of notice of
intention for me to maintain the portal of the Alta Helena Mne; and no permit is required.

I am disturbed by inspection of the entry without notice to me. I expect prompt
explanation of the authority by which you and those persons in attendarce entered my proporty
without notice to me or my permission.

RECEIVED

AUG I 52007

DIV OF OIL, GAS & MINING
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Daron R. Haddock, Permit Supervisor
Minerals Regulatory Program
State of Utah, Depafiment of Natural Resources
August 13,2007
Page 2 of 2

Subject: Alta HelenaMine, Assigled 50350034 (Salt lake County, Utah)

As requrred by Utah Code $ 63-2-204(l), my name and mailing address are set forth below:

Mr. Marvin A. Melville
2816 Etienne Way
sandy, utah 84093

Sincerely,

( ttt C nAt'1

"rl[lt,^lllilrW/w"w
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August 13,2007

Ms. Vicky Dyson, Supervisor
Public Information Center
Division of Oil, Gas and Mning
P,O. Box 145801
salt Lake city, utah 841l+5801

Subject: GRAMA Request

Dear Ms. Dyson,

I am writing to rcquest certifred copies of public records.

First, any record of investigation or report and any notes or communications wth
any employee of the Town of AIta; included within this rcquest are any communications,
including electronic messages, by or to employees of the Division or the Town
Administrator, the Town Building Official, or Iaura McKindoe of the Town of Alta,
Utah occurring on or before the date of this request.

Second any record of investigation or r€port and any notes or communications,
rncluding electronic messages, of any person relating to Marvin Melville, including any
communications with any atlomey, agent, or employee of the Town of Alta or its insurer
occurring on or before the date of this request.

Third, any record of investigation or report and any notes or communications,
including electronic messages, of any person relating io the inspection conducted on June
29,2007 and report in thc Inspection Report dated July 19, 20f)7; a copy of which is
attached. This request encompasses any communications, including invitations or notices
about the inspection sent to Jim Allen, Uana Gregory, or I-aura Mclndoe.

Lastly, please let me know how I can arrange to inspect the records you mentioo.
Is there a table of gontents or an index for these records? If so, please send the table or
the index to me.

As required by Uah Code $ 63-2-204(l), rny name and mailing address are set
fonh below:

Mr. Marvin A. Melville
2816 Etienne Way
Sandy, Utah 84093

Sincerely,

'il,]u"C(" -3og!L{ra_
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Inrpection Report

Mlnerak Regulrtory Program
Date of.Rrporh July 19,2007

supu,tiror1QRfl

lermll numborl Aseigrred
30350034 (Unpernitted)
Iupcctlor Drto: Iunc 29, 2007
Itoe: about9:45 to 10:30AM
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Mine Nrnre: Alta Helens

Oper.aor N.m€: Marvin Melvillc

Inspector(s): Paul Baker md Daron haddock
Other Prrtlclpauts: Jim Allcn and Lianr Grcgory (Attomcy Garenl's OIIicc); Laura Mclndoc
(Town ofAlta)
M|le Strtuc: Appcars to bc active but possibly not rs c minc lVerlher: Clcar, 60s

Elwuothspcain Bvaluatcd Commcnt Enforccmorrt

Pcrmitg, Rcvisions, Trrrufcr, Bonds

Public SafcB (shafts, adih, trsb, eigus, bighwalls)

Protcction ofDrainages / Erosion Contol
Delcterious Matcrial

5. Roads (maintcnance, surfacing, dust conrol, safcty)

6. Concuncnt Reclrnution

?. Backfilling/Gnding (bcnchcs, pits, roads,
highwalts. shafls, &ill holcs)

E. Water Impoundments

9, Soils

10, Rcvcgetation

ll. AirQulity
12. Other

Purooge of Insncctlon:
Work has bccn donc on thc portal" and our purpoep was to look at thc sitc and scc whethcr wc could
dctcrminc if it should be pcr"rnittcd undcr thc Utrh Minod Lsnd Rcolitmtion Act.

fnsoecllon Summarvr
l. Pcrmits, Rcvisions, Transfer, Bonds
In 2006 the Division reccived phone calls from John Guldncr with thc Town of AIb asking about this site. It
is apparcntly a historic minc, and thc land onncr has bcen doing some work around thc portal. Mr. Guldner
wantcd to know whcthcr thc sitc should bc pcrmircd with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining. Division
repFsentatives did not visit the 6ite at tlut time, but based on rrerbal information and photographs rcccivcd
from Mr. Guldncr, it did not appear that pcrmiuing was ncccs6rq/.

l59a Wd Nnrh T.nplq $rih ll lG ?O Bq 145801,9rn btc City, UT 8al l4.JE0l
tckplm.(801)t!E.rr.h.l.6inri ""trt9.l9tl0.TlY(8ll)53&7l5t.mr.oraual..ov

RECEIVED

AU6 | 5 2007

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING
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Paga2 of?
Inspection Datcl Junc 29, 2007; Rcport Datc: Iuly 19, 200?
Assigrrcd S0350034 (rnpcrmitted)

The Division rcceivcd a reoords rcqucst unda CRAlvlA tom Mr. Melville, but none of the proceedings from
2006 had been in wriling. The only records from this period are photographs taken in 2004 and probably
2005 or 2Q06,I bclievc by Mr. Guldner.

2. Public Safcty (shalls, adite, trub signs, highw!1ts1
The sitc is in thc Albion Basin widrin 0rc arco of thc Alta eki rpsort. According to vcrbal inforrnrtion and
photographs the Divigibn hss rcccived, Mr. Mclville cleared oornc rmterial fiom in frmt of a historic mine
portal and hss buitt a sructurc cxtcnding about 20 fcet &om fic atuanc. (Photos l-3). I bolievc Pbotos I snd
2 wcrc takcn Octob€r 15, 2fiX. Thcrc ir a rrnbl Aanr corrcrcd, ar lcast on tltc top, with nctBl shccting,
Rook wdle have bccn built on cithcr ride of tho opcning which has a lockcd woodcn door. Dirt and rook
covor most ofthe top ofthc stucture, but thcre is a emalt gop bctwecrr thc back ofthe roofofthe stucturc
and thc old minc portal.

As shoum in Photo 3, there was a small sEeam ofwatcrcoming ftom undcr tha door.

The road tcading 3o thc portal appcars to havc bcen rccontly rmintaincd, but bessusc thcre is cvidence ofan
old road cxtcnding up thc hill bcyond thc porul, it also appcars thic road cxistcd prior to the recent work.

10. Revegetstion
Wc found numcrous grass sccdlings growing on thc pad in tont ofttrc portal (Photo 6), but I did not scc any

on thc outslope (Photo 7). It ic too cady to &brmiue what spccics 8r€ prcsent, I urdcrstand this sccding wton thc outslope (Photo 7). It ie too carly to rpccicc arc present, I urdcrstand this sccding wss

done by the Altr sh rcsort.

12. Othcr
I collected GPS daa on thc pad in front of the minc end aloog the sbort ccction of road leading to the mine. A
copy ofthc rnap is inoludcd with thfu rcpofl

Couctuslons snd Recom&eDdrtlolt!
From our obscrwtions, it is not clcrr whcthcr thc opcrator is conducting mining or crploration opcrations as

dcfined in tho Utah Mincd Land Rcclamation Act and whcther this sitc needs to b€ permittcd. I recommend
that the Division inform Mr. Metvillc of the rcquircments of thc Act and rsk him to supply firrther
informa$on ooncerning his activitice so the Division can makc s bcttrr dcterminsbon.

Considcring ttre proximity ofthis oitc to hcavily uscd fccrcatioo rreas, I rccommend that additional work bc

donc to scourc thc oparing to thc mine. Ar mcutioncd abovc, thcro is e cmall gap bcnvccn thc structutr Mr.
Mclvillc has built and thc mino opcning; and it would not bc hrrd for o pason to dig this out and possibly
entcr thc minc. I do not lgrow thc condition of thc minc and whst hl,rrds might crist.

r$pcctor'ssrsn -'," Lr(- n {U ,,r,, 'l(lo(0 1
PBBpb
cc: Mrvln Mclvillc

Lruro McKirdoc, Town of Altr
Attrchmdlr: OPS tilp rd Pholos

P:EROUPSWINERALSTwPUvI0t5-SskIrkc\S0rrqrl4-AltstlclcmMinc\in5pcctiorsvn}06292007.doc

RECEIVED

AUo I'5 2007

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING


